
What You Need to Know

Derek Fordjour is an interdisciplinary artist whose work grapples with race, political insubordination, inequality and American society. Fordjour 

explores these complex themes through imagery from carnivals, parades and other celebratory settings. 



In 2018, Fordjour rose to prominence after he was commissioned by the Whitney Museum to create a mural near its building in New York City. The 

mural, Half Mast (2018), shows a colorful crowd of bustling people—some reduced to rifle targets, others holding condolence balloons and teddy 

bears—as a commentary on the United States’ mass shooting epidemic. 
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2018


Derek Fordjour


Acrylic, oil, charcoal and oil pastel on newspaper and 

cardboard mounted on canvas


30 x 24 inches


Excellent


Private Collector


Acquired from the above by Otis in 2020.
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Art
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About The Artist

Derek Fordjour (American, born 1974) works in video/film, sculpture and painting. Fordjour is a graduate of Morehouse 

College in Atlanta, Georgia, and earned a Master’s Degree in Art Education from Harvard University and an MFA in painting 

from Hunter College. Fordjour is represented by top galleries, Petzel Gallery, Josh Lilley and Night Gallery. He has received 

commissions for public projects from the Whitney Museum Billboard Project and from the Metropolitan Transit Authority of 

New York City for a permanent installation at the 145th Street Subway Station in Manhattan. 

Further, his works are held in collections including the Studio Museum in Harlem, the Perez Art Museum, the Dallas Museum of Art and the Whitney 

Museum of American Art. His works are also collected by notable figures, including Jay-Z and Beyonce, Drake and Troy Carter.



Image by Brad Ogbonna for The Wall Street Journal

https://www.artsy.net/show/whitney-museum-of-american-art-1-derek-fordjour-half-mast
http://web.mta.info/mta/aft/permanentart/permart.html?agency=nyct&line=3&artist=1&station=1


Why We’re Excited Risks 

Rising Artist

In 2020, Christie’s named Fordjour in it’s top 10 American post-war and contemporary 

artists to collect list. He has been featured in publications including The Cut, the 

Financial Times, The LA Times and Artsy. 

Supply Risk

In the event that Fordjour increases his output, or the market is flooded with supply of 

his work, prices may fall. 


Notable Collectors

Fordjour’s works are held in collections including the Studio Museum in Harlem, the 

Perez Art Museum, the Dallas Museum of Art and the Whitney Museum of American Art. 

His works are also collected by notable figures, including Jay-Z and Beyonce, Drake and 

Troy Carter.

Emerging Artist

Fordjour is in the early stages of his artistic career, and he may have yet to garner 

absolute critical and/or market acceptance. 

Institutional Support

Derek Fordjour is represented by top galleries, Petzel Gallery, Josh Lilley and Night 

Gallery. He has received commissions for public projects from the Whitney Museum 

Billboard Project and from the Metropolitan Transit Authority of New York City for a 

permanent installation at the 145th Street Subway Station in Manhattan. 


Market Risk

Market uncertainty, due to the adverse economic effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, are 

unknown and could affect the overall art market and pricing dynamics.

At a Glance

The Work

Artist Sales

Career Trajectory

# of Annual Auction Lots (excluding prints)

Number of Similar Works*

Gallery Representation 

Solo Shows 

Petzel Gallery, Josh Lilley and Night Gallery

4 lots in 2019

2 similar works

Whitney Museum of American Art

Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis (CAM)

•

•

No. 90 is  from the “Players Portraits,” series, which consists of 100 potraits.  A selection of these portraits was recently shown at 

the Contemporary Art Museum in St. Louis


Each portrait from this series is made through Fordjour’s signature material process of layering, tearing, and repainting. In using 

recycled materials, Fordjour references the notion of creating something out of nothing and the reverence found in making 

something old new again. 




https://www.christies.com/features/10-American-post-war-and-contemporary-artists-to-collect-10295-1.aspx
https://www.thecut.com/2020/02/port-morris-bronx-artist-studios.html
https://www.ft.com/content/65cdc396-ddf9-11e9-b112-9624ec9edc59
https://www.latimes.com/entertainment/arts/miranda/la-et-cam-datebook-derek-fordjour-htmlstory.html
https://www.artsy.net/series/artsy-vanguard-2019
https://www.culturetype.com/2019/10/01/fast-rising-artist-derek-fordjour-set-a-new-auction-record-at-phillips-new-york/
https://www.theartnewspaper.com/news/new-york-dealer-sues-artist-derek-fordjour-for-usd1-45m
https://www.artnews.com/art-news/market/collectors-to-watch-1202672316/


Investment Risk

This investment is speculative and involves substantial risks to consider before investing, outlined in the Offering Circular and including, but not 

limited to, illiquidity, lack of diversification, and complete loss of capital. An increase in supply or decrease in cultural significance could adversely 

affect pricing. Also, the adverse economic effects of the COVID-19 pandemic are unknown and could materially impact this investment. 



All securities-related activity is conducted by North Capital Private Securities Corporation, a registered broker-dealer, and member FINRA, SIPC, 

located at 623 E Ft. Union Blvd, Suite 101, Salt Lake City, Utah 84047.



Please do not use email to request, authorize, or effect the purchase or sale of any security or commodity. Unfortunately, we cannot execute such 

instructions provided in email.



If you have received this communication in error, please destroy all electronic and paper copies and notify the sender immediately. Erroneous 

transmission is not intended to waive confidentiality or privilege. NCPS reserves the right, to the extent permitted under applicable law, to monitor 

electronic communications.



Otis is sponsoring a public offering pursuant to Regulation A under the Securities Act of 1933, as amended. The offering circular can be found here. 

Past performance may not be indicative of future results. Investments in alternatives, such as the investments offered on the Otis platform, are 

illiquid and carry the risk of complete loss of capital. Key risks include, but are not limited to, no operating history, limited diversification, risk of 

damage or theft and no voting rights. Investors should carefully review the risks located in the offering circular for a more comprehensive discussion 

of risk.

https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1767876/000176787620000028/f1apos2020a8_otisgallery.htm

